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&
Back ta the raats

OF AIRCRAFT CONSTRUCTION

”
Back to the roats

OF SOUND RECORDING

Slavoljub Eduard Penkala (20 April 1871 - § February 1922) was a Croatian engineer and
inventor of Dutch-Polish descent. He became renowned for further development of the
mechanical pencil (1906) - then called an "automatic pencil” - and the first solid-ink fountain
pen (1907). Collaborating with an entrepreneur by the name of Edmund Moster, he started
the Penkala-Moster Company and built a pe pencil fa of i
in the world at the time. The company, now called TOZ Penkala, still exists today.

It is also worth mentioning that Penkala's work is closely associated with the very begin-
nings of sound recording in Croatia. Namely, Penkala’s factory manufactured the earliest
Croatian gramophone records, Penkala made improvements to the gramophone needle
and gramophone record player itself, while in 1926 the London-based Edison Bell company
and Penkala’s factory jointly founded Edison Bell Penkala, a company for the publishing and
manufacture of gramophone records which produced the first recordings of operas,
operettas, pop, folk, comic and satirical songs, as well as military music, performed by
renowned Croatian musicians and actors of that time and thus laid the foundations of
Croatian audio heritage.
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Slavoljub Eduard Penkala (20 April 1871 - 5 February 1922) was a Croatian

' engineer and inventor of Dutch-Polish descent. He became renowned for

further development of the mechanical pencil (1906) - then called an
"automatic pencil® - and the first solid-ink fountain pen (1907). Collaborat-
ing with an entrepreneur by the name of Edmund Moster, he started the
Penkala-Moster Company and built a pen-and-pencil factory that was
one of the biggest in the world at the time. The company, now called TOZ
Penkala, still exists today.

He also constructed the first Croatian aircraft to fly in the country. The
1910 Penkala Biplane also called the Leptir (English: Butterfly) was a single
engine, sesquiplane aircraft with conventional landing gear. The open
girder fuselage provides an unusually long distance to the tail surfaces,
compared to modern aircraft. The flat bottom surface of the fuselage was
covered, forming a long thin triangular surface intended to provide lft,
which was not functional in level flight. The aircraft was tail heavy with a
center of gravity at 70 percent of wing chord. The first flight occurred on
22 June 1910 with pilot Dragutin Novak, who was also the first Croatian
pilot. The aircraft was crashed several months later.
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CONTACT

Meli Tehnologije d.o.o.
Rudeska cesta 65
10 000 Zagreb

info@melitehnologije.hr
www.melitehnologije.hr




